Life at Melbourne City Council is both Green and Good.

The Environment is clearly on the agenda at Melbourne.  Since my last update, an Environment Division has been established with five dedicated staff.  The Council committed itself to adopting 'triple bottom line' accounting well before the State Government announced its similar commitment.  Work is progressing on the proposal for a $5 million Environment Initiatives Trust Fund, that if adopted will provide an ongoing springboard for environment programs.  

World Environment Day provided a major platform for our activities, with sponsorship of the UN Australian Environment Awards, community tree planting, Archie Roach and Taxiride playing to a damp crowd in Swanston Walk, with diehards such as Stephen Luntz and Heather nearby on a Greens stall along with FOE and other groups.  We also launched a Sustainable Business Directory, with ringing endorsement from the Lord Mayor.  The general goings on at Melbourne can be found at www.melbourne.vic.gov.au if you want to know more.

Following an international postal election of members cities, I had the fortune to be elected to the Executive Committee of the International Council for Local Environment Initiatives, known as ICLEI for short.  ICLEI is a UN-affiliated organisation that grew out of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit.  It administers the highly successful Cities for Climate Protection program and Local Agenda 21 and Water programs.  Being elected to ICLEI is a great opportunity to be involved with people who both care and really make a difference.  As one of two ICLEI representatives for Asia, I am much more likely to be called upon to represent the organisation within the region at a time when environmental sustainability is really picking up speed internationally.

On that note, flowing from an APEC Sustainable Cities meeting I attended in Canberra last year, it is very likely that Melbourne will be the first city to receive approval from APEC for its project to develop a municipal-wide energy conservation plan.  As I raised in a letter to the Premier recently, the exponential growth in activity in energy conservation in Melbourne is a far more effective means of establishing energy supply security than building a further coal-fired power station for the State.  

In recognising the value of such approaches, the City of Melbourne Business Development Fund has provided a $25,000 grant to the newly formed community based 'Sustainable Energy Foundation' and is currently negotiating buying 'Greenpower' as an interim measure towards further energy sustainability.  Melbourne is also working with the Property Council to develop energy sustainability in commercial buildings, which are the largest users of energy in the City. The State Government has also been true to its word in its establishment of the Sustainable Energy Association of Victoria, as the predecessor to Energy Efficiency Victoria.

Much is happening in Greater Melbourne as well.  I initiated the formation of the Metropolitan Environment Forum, which has interest from 17 metropolitan Councils to act co-operatively on environment issues.  As I put clearly to a Management Conference I spoke to on World Environment Day, with local government spending approximately 40% more than the Commonwealth and State combined on environment measures, those businesses that choose to ignore the emergence of a more sophisticated and environmentally aware local government sector are making a choice to exclude themselves from a very significant market.

It is really gratifying to see such a strong response from an organisation as large as the City of Melbourne.  There are many other Councils that are doing work, often because a smaller committed group of people are making sure it happens.  There are many opportunities for Greens to catalyse activity in their local regions.  Many examples already exist.

Finally, I still think it is essential for the Greens to win elections to consolidate our visibility.  But as we already do in many cases, we can put in solid work at the local level by working with the community by joining environment groups, contributing to environment committees and keeping our optimism about human nature.  There are a millions of people worldwide without the opportunity or privilege to be involved in the way we are, often because fortune has leant them a different circumstance or outlook.  There are certainly times I feel that Kermit the Frog was right about being Green, but being part of a world wide community that cares for others and their future makes for a rich life that gives me a great sense of involvement.  For me, that feels like a fair trade.

See you in the street.

David

