Greens are Good For Local Government.



396 words.
Local government is an excellent forum for Greens to be in.  It provides many of opportunities that State and Federal government appear to hold, but in reality are illusive unless the party holds a balance of power role in an opposition.  The smaller size of local governments mean that Green Councillors are more likely to be afforded significant opportunities to introduce and pursue policy by convincing a relatively small number of colleagues, rather than a potentially hostile majority in a large parliament constrained by party orders.

Local government is also very personal.  As Green politics allows, being a local Councillor fosters a more human and potentially humane relationship with our constituents through direct involvement in human welfare.  And rest assured, the interaction can be very direct.

In my first year as a Green Councillor and as Chair of the Environment, Community and Cultural Development Committee, the Committee has resolved to adopted Green proposals that include; a $5 million Environment Initiatives Trust Fund, a Melbourne City Council Energy Demand Unit;  a trial of Triple bottom line accounting as Council's accounting standard; Environmental Impact reporting for Council decisions;  Open Community Forums held in the Council Chamber, with the next forum being on the environment; Pursuing amendment of the Victorian Government Act to include environmental sustainability in the purposes of Council activity; Undertaking work to establish a Melbourne-wide Metropolitan Environment Forum, with local government and environment group membership;  Organising a Forum on the future of Public Transport with the Victorian Transport Minister, Ian Lowe, Paul Mees, the heads of the privatised public transport entities and 100 local representatives to plan and implement an improved future for public transport.  

Melbourne has also become the Australia-Pacific headquarters for the International Council for Local Environment Initiatives, has adopted a Greenhouse Action Plan seeking 30% reductions on 1996 greenhouse levels by 2010 for Council and 20% for the Community, and has become involved in the APEC Sustainable Cities program. 

As Melbourne and many other Australian and overseas cities demonstrate, the progress made by Greens Councillors has demonstrated that the Green’s role may more profitably be focussed on implementing policy in our own right, rather than “pushing [_______] something up (to) Hill.”

And what the heck, being elected is fun.  I have found it much more fun than losing elections.  I wish it and anticipate it for many more of us in the future.

