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Greens make sustainability an election issue

The Victorian Farmers Federation attack on Green policies is confirmation that the Greens have made sustainability an election issue.

The Greens believe sustainability should be as central to this election as it is to our future. The ability to sustain our environment, to maintain employment, to stop families and their farms being driven into the ground, to secure adequate water supplies, to maintain the integrity of our quarantine, decent farm gate prices for produce, dealing realistically with the climate change induced drought, and supporting struggling community, medical and telephone services in rural and regional areas are all centeral to a safe stable and secure future.

It was not the Greens who made the decisions that concern most regional Victorians. The Greens did not decide to introduce the USA-Australia Free Trade Agreement, to deregulate the dairy industry, to place a toxic waste dump in Nowingi or to sell Telstra. These and many other decisions that have divided rural communities were made by Labor or Coalition governments and strongly opposed by the Greens. Why then has Paul Weller not stood up to Labor or the Coalition for Victorian farmers and rural Victorian communities?

More recently, Victorian Farmers Federation president Paul Weller attacked the Greens as a threat to farmers’ lifestyles, while endorsing an irresponsible $14 billion dollar tax cut give away reserved for people earning over $52,000 a year.  How many people in rural and regional Victoria earn that sort of money?

There is little doubt that the Greens’ political influence is growing. Many Australians respect the fact that the Greens stand up for what we believe in and offer an optimistic future.  

The Greens believe in an equitable and sustainable future for all Australians. We do not believe, like those who pursue a free market driven agenda, that for someone to benefit it has to be at the expense of others. We are constantly sold the mantra by the VFF and the major parties that an anything-goes free market approach will benefit us all. While it may benefit some, especially multinational conglomerations, many others, like the family farm, are often sacrificed. The deregulation of the dairy industry is an example. The ones who benefited most are the large supermarket chains. 

As farmers have recognised for many years, Australia needs a sustainable future. We need to acknowledge that our environment is a fragile and limited resource. We need to think about the heritage we leave our children and take action to secure it. The Greens believe that a sustainable future is possible but needs the will and courage of our leaders.

Many rural Victorians, like the Greens, are planning for a sustainable future. The challenge for the Victorian Farmers Federation is to have the courage to recognise what the future requires and make the choice of long-term sustainable future for all Victorians.
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