A VERY CONSERVATIVE COALITION

The 41st Parliament has already seen the unelected Dorothy Dix, the Honourable Member for Supplication, repeatedly springing to her feet with such timeless self-serving beauties as “Is the Minister aware of the Government’s … and is the Minister aware of any alternative policies.” 

Coalition control of our Parliament will see this charade continue in the People’s House and the strangulation of debate and review in the Senate, in the few days it will sit. 

Meanwhile substantial issues lie dormant.

Despite 263,000 Victorians voting for a Green Senate voice, ALP and Democrat preferences secured Family First’s election with less than 57,000 votes.  Similar deals denied Greens in SA and NSW, giving the Coalition unrestrained control of both Houses.  

Wealth inequality, paid maternity leave, climate change induced drought and exploding private debt would have been hotly debated.  Instead, conservative cynical politics will suffocate progress.

I sincerely hope this Government resists arrogance.  An election campaign that melded misrepresentation with the impersonation of Green campaigners makes this promise appear non-core.

Parliamentary question time and the National Press Club appearance of Family First leave me uncertain about Australia’s future.  For those craving a progressive Australia, the circuit breaker may be a Saturday too far away.

David Risstrom

Victorian Greens Senate Candidate.

