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Adelaide Vice Chancellor’s Call for Abolition of University Fees

Victorian Greens No 1 Senate Candidate David Risstrom welcomed comments by the Vice Chancellor of Adelaide University Professor James McWha, that at least one political party opt for low or zero fees for university and open entry to universities.   

“This is exactly what Greens higher education policy has been for some time”, said Cr. Risstrom.   

“The government must recognise that Higher Education funding is an investment in the future and remove barriers like HECS that restrict people accessing university".  

"The government should listen to the Greens lead and Professor McWha and remove fees. The Greens would abolish university fees and HECS and remove all HECS debt". 

"The HECS system creates a barrier to university and forces some people to begin their working lives chained to debts of tens of thousands of dollars.”   

“The abolition of HECS would cost less than last years $4 'hamburger and milkshake' tax bribe."

“There is a crisis in university education and the Greens want the government to invest in quality teaching, independence of research, reduce class sizes, increase student numbers and to eliminate the reliance on corporations for sponsorship", said Cr Risstrom.   

Cr. Risstrom challenged other university vice chancellors and administrators to come out and support the reduction or abolition of university fees and more government resources to support universities.   

“They know the impact of the current restrictions on Australian youth gaining access to higher education”, he said.   

“They should let the public know what is needed for an equitable and high standard Higher Education sector.”

“The Australian people have expressed clear support for better government services before tax cuts".   

"Higher education is one area where there is strong public support for more government funding" Cr. Risstrom said.   
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