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GREENS CANDIDATES CONDEMN SNEAK ATTACK ON ELMS AT ALBERT PARK 


Victorian Greens lead Senate candidate and Melbourne City Councillor David Risstrom and  Greens candidate for Melbourne Ports Jo Lewis have condemned the latest deliberate destruction of Melbourne's precious stock of elm trees.

The trees were destroyed as part of the works to extend the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre for the Commonwealth Games.

The works have already been condemned by the Greens and others as mis-located, unnecessarily costly and destructive of Albert Park's public open space and heritage.


Cr Risstrom said, "three heritage trees that took most of the twentieth century to grow were cut down on April 15th. This was done to make way for a temporary stand that will be used for a week."


"They represent a threatened species for which Melbourne provides a refuge. Millions of elms have died in the northern hemisphere from Dutch Elm Disease. Melbourne is free of that disease."


"They were also a vestige of the splendid avenue of elms that once ran almost the length of Albert Park along Aughtie Drive. They survived the Grand Prix tree massacre and were doing fairly well under the current water restrictions”, said Cr Risstrom.

“But the trees have fallen prey to Melbourne's major events mania and the Bracks government's cynical excuse of using the Commonwealth Games to advance developmentalist agendas”, he said.


"And it gets worse!" says Jo Lewis. "The City of Port Phillip – whose planning powers are overridden under Commonwealth Games legislation – was led to believe that the trees were safe and have protested strongly about the lack of consultation"


"As so often happens changes are made on drawings and the first we hear of it is the sound of the chainsaw”, said Ms Lewis.

"A private citizen who destroys significant public trees by stealth will be prosecuted. The same should apply to government ministers and bureaucrats", said Ms Lewis.
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