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MEDIA RELEASE

14 April 2004

More Cameras Not Making Us More Safe

Melbourne City Council moved last night to suspend the operation of the Safe City Camera Program pending proof that it is an effective contribution to city safety, and a necessary function for Council to fund.

Greens Councillor David Risstrom moved the camera program be suspended after having received the Safe City Cameras Program Evaluation Report 2003.  The report found the cameras “are not perceived to be a strong contributing factor to people feeling safe in the CBD.” Cr. Risstrom said.

“This system is costing us hundreds of thousands of dollars each year, yet all of the research shows that the cameras don’t make people feel safe, nor do they deter crime”, Greens Cr. Risstrom said. “Police on the street would appear to be a much better investment in crime prevention.”

The Safe City Cameras Program Evaluation Report 2003 made a number of observations:

· The cameras are not perceived to be a strong contributing factor to people feeling safe in the CBD.

· The presence of cameras would make people less likely to contact the police.

· According to surveys of those likely to be have been monitored by the program, knowledge and awareness of the program had minimal impact on their behaviour and lifestyle, with 75% saying they were no less or more often deterred from committing crime. 

· Almost one-half of the general public surveyed disagreed that the program is effective in achieving its purpose.

· More than one third of city users criticised the program on civil liberty grounds while a further one third remained undecided. One quarter believed it unfairly targeted certain groups of people.

· The absence of reliable police statistics is a major limitation for the capacity of CCTV programs to articulate quantifiable evidence. 

· Victoria Police has no resource allocation responsibilities for the program’s establishment. 

· The cameras are used to co-ordinate major public events, such as demonstrations.

“It appears the money spent on more and more cameras watching us could be better spent on more effective policing”, Cr. Risstrom said.

“Putting hundreds of thousands of dollars into more and more camera surveillance raises the question of what sort of society we wish to encourage.  A ‘1984’ model of ever increasing surveillance or one that puts an emphasis on building social capital and a sense of community”, Cr. Risstrom said.
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