[image: image1.png]Rescue the future



The Victorian GREENS

MEDIA RELEASE

DAVID RISSTROM, LOCAL GOVERNMENT CO-ORDINATOR 

Sunday 27 November 2004

Greens greet new Green local government voices in metro and regional Victoria
Lord Mayoral candidate Richard di Natale will explain why the Greens achieved the second highest primary vote in a field of cashed up and at times “collaborative” candidates.

The newly elected Green Melbourne, Moreland and Yarra councillors will demonstrate why support for the Greens continues to grow and what their constituents can expect from them.

Greens have been elected to Melbourne, Greater Bendigo, Yarra and Moreland City Councils.

On current votes the newly elected Green Crs. are Fraser Brindley - Melbourne; Julie Rivendell and David Jones – Greater Bendigo; Jenny Farrar, Kathleen Maltzahm, Gurm Sekhon and Sivy Orr – Yarra; Josephine Connellan and Andrea Sharam – Moreland.  They join Maribyrnong Crs. Colleen Hartland and Janet Rice in bringing much needed Green voices on behalf of their communities.

Greens Leadership candidates Drs. Richard di Natale and Liz Conor polled the second highest primary vote in the Lord Mayoral race, on a budget of around $5000, outpolling most big spenders.

“The Greens polled extremely strongly in the City of Melbourne Lord Mayoral contest despite being challenged with a barrage of candidates and stooges tumbling down from the top end of town, some brandishing wallets thicker than Aunt Betty’s pikelets”, said Dr. di Natale.

Melbourne City Cr. elect Fraser Brindley is a welcome Green voice amidst a sea of business suit grey, bringing a strong and fearless advocate for community, residents and progressive businesses.

According to Cr. Brindley, “The Greens will take up office without being beholden to any potential obligations and expectations some heavily financed candidates may carry from promises to pave a favourable road for those that backed them.”

Greens local government co-ordinator David Risstrom said, “The election of Green Councillors to the City of Bendigo is an exciting development that will see the return of strong community involvement to an important Victorian regional city. Sadly, the loss of sitting Colac Otway Cr. Stephen Hart by less than 25 votes is disappointing and will be strongly felt by his community.  Cr. Hart has been an extremely hard working and fearless advocate whose absence will diminish the council.”

“With a 25% increase in support at the Federal election and a more than 25% increase in the number of Green councillors, the Greens continue to grow in strength every election.  On behalf of those who has supported us, we thank you and look forward to giving our Councils a strong green voice”, concluded Cr. Brindley.

For further information: Fraser Brindley, No. 1 Melbourne City Council Candidate - 0417 557 477. David Risstrom, Greens Local Government Co-ordinator - 0418 502 713.
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