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Greens oppose live sheep trade 

Victorian Greens Senate candidate Dr Berhan Ahmed said today he supports the attempts of protesters at Port of Portland to block the arrival of the live sheep export ships The Como Express and Al Messelah claiming that the practice is inhumane, unnecessary and unhealthy. 

In September last year Dr Ahmed negotiated the deal between Eritria and Australia that meant Eritria take the sheep from the Como Express after it was not permitted to dock in Saudi Arabia.

“I have a personal interest in this issue since my involvement helping to resolve the problems  of Como Express and negotiating the deal between Australia and Eritria”, said Dr Ahmed.

“I saw how the sheep were suffering and offered a solution that resolved the problems for Australia and the ship owners and relieve the suffering of the sheep”, he said.

“This is an inhumane practice, the sheep face incredible hardship and The Greens are very concerned about their welfare”,  said Mr Ahmed. 

“We call on the Federal Government to find an alternative to the current practices of live sheep export ”, said Dr Ahmed.

“I understand the concerns of the farmers but believe that you can not justify cruelty by claiming that if you stop it someone will lose money”, Dr Ahmed said, “some things are more important than money”.

“We are very happy to work with farmers to find a way to achieve an outcome that will satisfy the farmers and is not cruel to the sheep”, Dr Ahmed said.
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