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The Greens Condemn Victorian governments ‘secret’ GM crops 

The Victorian Greens Number 1 Senate candidate David Risstrom today expressed disappointment in the Victorian government for conducting GM crop trials in secret in rural Victoria.

Despite the Victorian government pledge to extend the moratorium on GM Canola crops in the state for the next four years, it has been revealed that Bayer Crop Science is currently conducting GM trials in secret locations.

“This is an underhanded move that threatens Victoria's GM free status,” said Mr. Risstrom. 

“It would seem the government is trying to hide the reality that these trials are going ahead.  The Greens want to ask the Victorian government - why the secrecy?”

Mr. Risstrom has joined the Victorian Local Governance Association and environmental groups in calling for the locations of the trials to be made public.

“The Greens are strongly opposed to the implementation of Genetically Modified Crop development in Australia. Those farmers living close-by to the secret GE crops have a right to know what is going on in their neighborhood,” he said.

The State Government is exercising a double standard in allowing secret plantings of Genetically Engineered Canola to go ahead during the declared four year moratorium period announced earlier this year, he said.

“These plantings of up to 20ha in each location pose a significantly higher risk than the previously approved much smaller field trials by the Gene Technology Regulator. The Gene Technology Regulator did require locations to be disclosed.  If it is good enough for the pro GE Federal Government to disclose crop locations, then the Bracks Government must disclose these plantings also.”

“The Greens do not see any benefit from the trials going ahead for this State and wishes to see research dollars directed into truly sustainable agriculture such as organic and integrated pest management systems design.  We risk damaging our international reputation as "Clean and Green", an image put forward by the "Naturally Victorian" program of the State Government,” said Risstrom.
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