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MEDIA RELEASE

19 April 2004

Greens support sustainable farming

Victorian Greens lead Senate candidate David Risstrom has repudiated the Prime Minister's statement made today that the Greens environmental policies are extreme claiming they are just realistic.

Mr Risstrom said The Greens support Victorian farmers and understand the difficulties many face suggesting some of those difficulties relate to the need for farmers to adapt their practices to remain sustainable. 

“The Greens were the first party to have the courage to recognise environmental problems that affect rural communities including those relating to salinity, to our limited water resources, greenhouse gas and climate change and genetically modified crops”, said Mr Risstrom. 

“These are all issues that are now incorporate into the mainstream environmental policies of both Labor and Coalition governments and are supported and recognised by farmers throughout Australia”, said Mr Risstrom. 

“Farmers are also increasingly recognising the need for sustainable practices and the Greens support them”, said Mr Risstrom.

“But when we talk about sustainability we aren't just referring to environmental sustainability, we recognise that environmental sustainability is vital for a farm to remain financially sustainable”, said Mr Risstrom. 

“Farmers know better than anyone that their livelihoods depend on a healthy environment, two of the most basic elements of a healthy environment are a sufficient supply of healthy water and appropriate weather conditions”. 

“It is becoming more and more evident that there are limits to these resources and, in many cases, we have exceeded those limits”, said Mr Risstrom. 

“The Greens, unlike John Howard, not only have the courage to recognise that our resources are limited but we have the will to do something about it”, said Mr Risstrom. 

“We challenge the Prime Minister to have the courage to stand up for the long-term interests of Australia and recognise the necessary changes required to make Australia a sustainable society”, said Mr Risstrom.
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