Letter to the Editor following the Federal Government claim it will cost $280,000 to repatriate Mamdouh Habib to Australia from Guantanamo Bay

Our federal government is a shameful disgrace! 

The Australian government’s poisonous attempts to highlight the transportation costs of returning Mamdouh Habib to Australia are a smoke screen to cover the fact they appeared to do next to nothing to assist an illegally detained Australian citizen and their apparent inability to come to terms with long standing tradition that people should be assumed innocent until proven guilty.

Holding a person in detention without charge for years and denying them rights to fair process undermines the commitment to the rule of law that governments are entrusted to uphold.

Perhaps this should be no surprise, as this government, and opposition decisions that support them, have made a tradition of attacking those without the power of reply.  Given our now internationally notorious treatment of asylum seekers, and our supplication in the unquestioning use of military force, unfortunately for Mr. Habib, this is more business as usual for our hardened government. 

The Australian government’s undermining of our long-standing humanitarian reputation provides surprises at every twist and turn, as it rarely misses the chance to substitute spin for humanity.

If our government has forgotten what citizenship involves, it may be left to its citizens to remind them.
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