Government Climate of Denial Sets Low Watermark - Letter to the Editor: 14 Feb 2006: A letter in response to the Government’s gagging of public servants over both the AWB Wheat for weapons scandal and the likely impact of climate change.

Government Climate of Denial Sets Low Watermark

The Prime Minister identified that his government’s silencing of our public servants in Senate estimates is not as novel as it should be.  

Measurable by another low watermark of parliamentary accountability during the ALP’s muzzling of debate on Coronation Hill, John Howard seemed to intimate ‘they did it too’ makes obfuscation in this week’s Senate estimates OK.  It doesn’t.

Most women and their dogs know the Cole Commission terms of reference limit investigation of the government’s role in this tragic tale. Gagging the Senate from inquiring into the Government’s possible role in breaking the United Nations sanctions is an offence to the trust we loan our Parliaments.

Unfortunately, as damaging as the Iraqi wheat for oil scandal is likely for Australian farmers, it pales into insignificance when compared with our government’s obfuscation and inaction on climate change.

Monday’s revelations that some of our best climate change scientists were gagged from letting the public know the likely extent and impact of climate change is yet another tragic breach of trust.

Having studied climate change, I am all too aware how much damage Australia risks through storm damage, water shortages and severe drought. Australia’s farmers may well again pay the price for the government withholding the truth. 

Australian farmers have the right to know, as do all of us, why they have been misled.
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