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Who can afford to finance a new digital television channel?

As uncertain and perplexing as the government’s new media ownership proposals are, a vital consideration is who of the ‘new entrants to the media market’ can afford to finance a digital channel?

Two likely content contenders are a dedicated shopping channel and a religious channel.  If US experience is a guide, both will in their own way, be marketing channels.  One marketing goods, the other religion.  While both are absolutely legitimate broadcasters, it is very likely neither will contribute much to the independent journalism and open public debate essential to a healthy democracy.

If the new proprietors are spiritually minded, their views will almost certainly be conservative: the form of new age conservatism that sees the virtue of individual wealth and the plight of those less fortunate as being founded in their failure to succeed. ‘Yet to succeed’ for those who sometimes describe the working poor and unemployed as aspirational.

Accordingly, Hillsong and cashed-up commercial allies of Family First are much more likely contenders for TV style evangelism than the Jesuits or Sisters of Mercy.

Cabinet have reportedly approved these changes.  How much wobble there is in the rubber stamp of the current Parliament is yet to be seen.  Conservative forces may well again have reaped a significant gain from their relatively small investment in electoral politics. 

As many were saying before the 2004 election, handing control of the Senate to the government was akin to handing over the remote control to our media. TV guide highlights now include Backpocket Blitz – Your Work Choices to sign or be sacked, ‘The Uncollectors’ - How to Privatise Anything That Moves, Nuclear Families, Big Brother John and of course, the Stock Market Report.

As the saying goes, ‘watch this [digital] space’.  You may have less choice than you thought.
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