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9th December 2008
Letter to the Editor: The Australian 


Dear Editor

Re: ABC & SBS merger: Malcolm Colless article 9.8.08

A "backroom" merger of the ABC and SBS  (canvassed by Malcolm Colless in his column Aug 9, 'Taxpayers deserve Partners') would be likely to damage both public broadcasters. 

The ABC and SBS play important and distinct roles in Australian life: SBS with its focus on multiculturalism, and the ABC which is Australia's open university providing quality information, education and entertainment. 

Any merger of the operations of the two would result in the focus of SBS - the smaller, niche broadcaster - being subsumed or diluted. Advertising, presently allowed only on SBS, would inevitably be extended to the ABC. 

The ABC and SBS provide unique services which are as valuable as any other service that we expect to be funded with our taxes. Their significance grows as the capacity of free-to-air commercial broadcasters to produce diverse, quality information and local content shrinks.

Yours sincerely


David Risstrom
President

Friends of the ABC (Vic)
GS: media folder
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