ABC/SBS Board Process needs Opposition Support - Letter to the Editor: 17 October 2008: A letter in response to the Australian Government’s announcement that it will legislate to create a new process for appointments to the governing bodies of the public broadcasters.
ABC/SBS Board Process needs Opposition Support

The Federal Government is to be commended for its announced new process for appointments to the governing bodies of the public broadcasters - one which is transparent and entails the merit-based assessment of applicants at arms-length from government.
 
Past governments of both major political persuasions have regarded appointments to public bodies as a spoil of office. The last government went further than jobs for its mates, with the appointment of people antagonistic to the ABC's political and commercial independence. 

There is no system which can ensure that governments appoint the people best qualified to the boards of the ABC and SBS. But the new system which has been promised makes it considerably more difficult to make appointments that are clearly inappropriate.

The Government has offered an opportunity to put a stop to a situation of political interference and patronage that was in danger of spiralling out of control. The Opposition must now support it - in the spirit of bipartisan respect that should be afforded to the country's national broadcasters.
David Risstrom

  President, Friends of the ABC (Vic)
